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L A SO CIÉTÉ PRÉHISTORIQUE FR ANÇAISE

La Société préhistorique française, fondée en 1904, est une des plus anciennes sociétés d’archéologie.  
Reconnue d’utilité publique en 1910, elle a obtenu le grand prix de l’Archéologie en 1982. Elle compte 
actuellement plus de mille membres, et près de cinq cents bibliothèques, universités ou associations sont, 
en France et dans le monde, abonnées au Bulletin de la Société préhistorique française.

Tous les membres de la Société préhistorique française peuvent participer :
– aux séances scientifiques de la Société – Plusieurs séances ont lieu chaque année, en France ou dans les 
pays limitrophes. Le programme annuel est annoncé dans le premier Bulletin et rappelé régulièrement . 
Ces réunions portent sur des thèmes variés : bilans régionaux ou nationaux sur les découvertes et travaux 
récents ou synthèses sur une problématique en cours dans un secteur de recherche ou une période en 
particulier ;
– aux Congrès préhistoriques de France – Ils se déroulent régulièrement depuis la création de la Société, 
actuellement tous les quatre ans environ. Leurs actes sont publiés par la Société préhistorique française. 
Depuis 1984, les congrès se tiennent sur des thèmes particuliers ;
– à l’assemblée générale annuelle – L’assemblée générale se réunit en début d’année, en région parisienne, 
et s’accompagne toujours d’une réunion scientifique. Elle permet au conseil d’administration de rendre 
compte de la gestion de la Société devant ses membres et à ceux-ci de l’interpeller directement. Le renou-
vellement partiel du conseil se fait à cette occasion.

Les membres de la Société préhistorique française bénéficient :
– d’information et de documentation scientifiques – Le Bulletin de la Société préhistorique française com-
prend, en quatre livraisons de 200 pages chacune environ, des articles, des comptes rendus, une rubrique 
d’actualités scientifiques et une autre sur la vie de la Société. La diffusion du bulletin se fait par abonnement 
annuel. Les autres publications de la SPF – Mémoires, Travaux, Séances, fascicules des Typologies de la 
Commission du Bronze, Actes des Congrès, Tables et index bibliographiques ainsi que les anciens numé-
ros du Bulletin – sont disponibles au siège de la Société préhistorique française, sur son site web (avec une 
réduction de 20 % pour les membres de la SPF et téléchargement gratuit au format PDF lorsque l’ouvrage est 
épuisé) ou en librairie.
– de services – Les membres de la SPF ont accès à la riche bibliothèque de la Société, mise en dépôt à la 
bibliothèque du musée de l’Homme à Paris.

Régie par la loi de 1901, sans but lucratif, la Société préhistorique française vit des cotisations 
versées par ses adhérents. Contribuez à la vie de notre Société par vos cotisations, par des 
dons et en suscitant de nouvelles adhésions autour de vous. 

LES SÉANCES DE L A SO CIÉTÉ PRÉHISTORIQUE FR ANÇAISE

Les Séances de la Société préhistorique française sont organisées deux à trois fois par an. D’une durée 
d’une ou deux journées, elles portent sur des thèmes variés : bilans régionaux ou nationaux sur les décou-
vertes et travaux récents ou synthèses sur une problématique en cours dans un secteur de recherche ou une 
période en particulier.
La Société préhistorique française considère qu’il est de l’intérêt général de permettre un large accès aux 
articles et ouvrages scientifiques sans en compromettre la qualité ni la liberté académique. La SPF est une 
association à but non lucratif régie par la loi de 1901 et reconnue d’utilité publique, dont l’un des buts, défi-
nis dans ses statuts, est de faciliter la publication des travaux de ses membres. Elle ne cherche pas le profit 
par une activité commerciale mais doit recevoir une rémunération pour compenser ses coûts de gestion et 
les coûts de fabrication et de diffusion de ses publications. 
Conforméméent à ces principes, la Société préhistorique française a décidé de proposer les actes des 
Séances en téléchargement gratuit sous forme de fichiers au format PDF interactif. Bien qu’en libre accès, 
ces publications disposent d’un ISBN et font l’objet d’une évaluation scientifique au même titre que nos 
publication papier périodiques et non périodiques. Par ailleurs, même en ligne, ces publications ont un 
coût (secrétariat d’édition, mise en page, mise en ligne, gestion du site internet) : vous pouvez aider la SPF à 
poursuivre ces activités de diffusion scientifique en adhérent à l’association et en vous abonnant au Bulletin 
de la Société préhistorique française (voir au dos ou sur http://www.prehistoire.org/form/515/736/formu-
laire-adhesion-et-ou-abonnement-spf-2014.html).
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The Mesolithic site of Haute-Île at Neuilly-sur-Marne 
(Seine-Saint-Denis): preliminary results

Joël Confalonieri and Yann Le Jeune

Abstract: A Mesolithic site was discovered during an archaeological evaluation of Haute-Île at Neuilly-sur-Marne (Seine-Saint-Denis) 
carried out by a mixed team from the INRAP and the council of Seine-Saint-Denis. The site is found on the right bank of the Marne 
River valley at an average altitude of 40 m NGF. This 65 ha area is found some 15 km upstream of Paris in one of the last bends of the 
���	���	��
������	������	���������������	�����������	������!
��
���������
�������������	����������	�����������	��"����
�����������
diagnostic in 2003 and 2004 lie within a paleosol on the edge of a paleochannel. These well-preserved levels are spread over a surface 
of a little less than 3 ha of which only 1.5% has so far been excavated. The Mesolithic levels contain abundant lithic artefacts, stone 
features and a burial. Based on an initial typological study they can be assigned to a succession of Middle and Late Mesolithic occupa-
tions fostered by the simultaneous presence of a river ford and open wetland banks creating an ideal location for hunting and setting up 
camp. The nearby banks of the paleochannel also produced Mesolithic artefacts, while an older level of a seldom-observed Holocene 
riverbank remains to be investigated. The Mesolithic site of Haute-Île still holds enormous archaeological as well as geoarchaeological 
potential and will probably be the focus of research in coming years.

This article� �����	��� ���������
��� ����� ���	������
at Neuilly-sur-Marne during the creation of a 
65 hectares departmental park by the council of 

Seine-Saint-Denis. As the site has not yet been excavated, 
the data presented here comes from an archaeological 
diagnostic along with a series of complementary obser-
vations. The council plans to further investigate the site 
�	�������	����
�������	���������	����"����	���	����#����-
tion. The 2 or 3 hectares on which the site is found are 
no longer threatened by the construction of the park and 
the fact that the land is owned by the department presents 
interesting perspectives.

A SPECIFIC ALLUVIAL  
SEDIMENTARY CONTEXT

V����"�$�������������&�	��	�������������	�����
���-
logical remains (Brown, 1997); site of Haute-Île in 

the Marne Valley has produced numerous traces of occu-
pations spanning the Mesolithic to the modern period. 
Here we discuss the topographic context of the site and 
�����	������	���������������
�������������������"������-
ing on the stratigraphies associated with the Mesolithic 
and Neolithic material. These results represent but part of 
the geoarcheological results obtained during the study of 
the meander.

A valley open to Holocene sedimentation

The lower Marne Valley represents a hydrological con-
text particularly open to Holocene alluvial sedimen-

tation. Starting from Changis-sur-Marne, 60 kilometres 
east of Paris, the slope of the Marne lessens and the river 
begins to form large meanders '��
�+). This weak neo-
tectonic context linked to minimal uplift (Antoine et al., 
2007; Jost et al., 2007<� ��� 	��� ��	������� ��� ���	����	��
incision or the formation of pronounced alluvial terraces. 
Consequently, the Marne has a weak debit in this low lying  
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Fig. 1 – Haute-Île at Neuilly-sur-Marne. Topographic position of the meander in the Paris Basin (Lambert II projection, data 
source SRTM 4.1 – JPL/NASA and BDalti IGN).
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valley at the centre of the Paris Basin, as well as a tendency 
to discharge sediments within meanders readily preserving  
complex sedimentary records. The Tertiary substrate in 
the vicinity of Haute-Île, as well as a large portion of its 
watershed, also present favourable contexts for the mobi-
lisation of silty-clays and calcareous sediments with a 
���	����	�� �����������	�	�� 'Pastre et al., 2006). These 
types of deposits are especially well-represented in the 
north-east of the Île-de-France region (��
� �; Antoine, 
2002). 

�
�����	�������>����&?�����������	��"��	���$����K�	��
(��
�X<��	��������������"������������
�	��
��������$�����
despite dams lining the course of the Marne and upstream 
reservoirs designed to stabilise the course of the Seine 
(Villion, 1997). Although the course of the river is today 
���	����	��"����������"�
���	��	�����	���	��	����	�����-
���	[� �
����$����K�	�����	������������	�������� �������	��
�
���� ���"�"&������ '����$��� �����<� ����� ����	��"� ��� ����
currently deposited.

A meander-scale stratigraphic model

Research concerning the Haute-Île meander focused on 
modelling the Holocene stratigraphy in order to evalu-

ate the preservation potential of archaeological remains 
over the 65 hectares of the future park. As part of this 
rescue project, the department originally investigated the 
area upstream from the archaeological diagnostic (Lan-
chon et al., 1999). A mechanical auger survey, under the 
direction of Jean-François Pastre, enabled a preliminary 
schematic stratigraphic model of the meander to be con-
structed (��
�\). These results were complemented by an 
electromagnetic survey detailing the morphology of the 
ancient island (gravel dome) at the centre of the meander 
(��
�!; Vergnaud et al., 1999) where traces of Mesolithic 
to Late Iron Age occupations were recorded (Lanchon 
et al., 1999). 

The sedimentary sequences that can be associ-
ated with the Mesolithic material (corresponding to the 
]��������[�^�������	���������� �
��_���	�����
��	�K�	��<�
���� �����"��������������� ��� ���	����	�� ������	��"� ������
river channels (Le Jeune et al., 2005). Particular attention 
should however be paid to the clayey organic level (��
�\, 
facies no. 7) representing a facies of a slightly sloped wet-
land bank that gently progrades in concert with the ris-
ing level of the Marne during the early Holocene. This 
depositional context created favourable conditions for 
the preservation of much deeper Mesolithic occupations 

Fig. 2 – Haute-Île at Neuilly-sur-Marne. Geological setting of the site. 1: the site of Haute-Île; 2: islands; 3: present course of 
���������	�
���

	������

�����	������������

���������
������	�����
��������
������������������������
�����	�������������

������	�
!��"������#���������	�$%��
�����'���������������*��
�*���
�����	�$$�������+����������������0�������������6��

����������7�8��-

�*���
�������+��������0����9�*�#�*��
�*���
�������6�����������9�'���*��*���$!�$������<������=�#���$!���7
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Fig. 4 – Haute-Île at Neuilly-sur-Marne. Schematic sections based on transects of the mechanical auger survey and the position 
�����������'#����������0�����>���
�������������
�����������������*������������
�*���
����*������������������������������
��*���
�������0�
�$�7�$���������
	�?��*��#@'��*���
�#�#@��
��	�K���
�#�#@��
������������*���*�������'���	�
����*���@������
���
����������*���
�
��'���	������
����������0������������'���	������
����������
����������*�����������	�����
�#�#�����	�������������
�#�#@����#���
��	�
!���
�#�#���
����������*������������$%������#@�
�#�#�*����
�	�$$����
�#��+���Q��������	�$?��������

#���
�����W�����#��+���Q���*���-
�
�	�$K������������'����@*������
�#������������0����9�����������
7W�?%%��7

Z�*7�K�[������@\
�����]���

#@���@>����7�"���*������������^8]�$_?�%%%�7�^��'
��W���*��������
���
���`�����0�$!$%�'����������
document from the DIREN of Île-de-France). 
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well-below the present low water level of the river situ-
ated at around 34 m LGF.

The results of the study carried out before the archae-
ological diagnostic allowed the initial project for exploit-
�	���
���������������	���
������	���������������[��
�������
the same time limiting any possible impact on the archae-
ological sites. Paradoxically, the archaeological diagnos-
tic concerned surfaces where the risk of disturbing the 
remains was the weakest, namely the paleo-channels 
(��
�!)

Several trenches were dug as part of the preliminary 
study with the third (��
�!, TR3) producing Mesolithic 
and Neolithic material preserved within a complex soil 
level on the banks of the ancient island and the area bor-
dering the paleo-channel. This archaeological level is 
located on the section of the island where the bank is most 
pronounced (��
�\), perhaps due to the attractiveness of 
having direct access to a straighter section of water. This 
diagnostic provided additional geoarchaelogical informa-

tion allowing the sedimentary dynamic associated with 
the channel to be characterised (Lanchon et al., 2004; 
Le Jeune et al., 2005). 

=�����*����#��0�����������
�������+����#� 
to the Mesolithic material

Investigations of trench 25 during the archaeological 
diagnostic (Lanchon et al., 2004; Le Jeune et al., 2005) 
provided an occasion for precisely recording the stratigra-
phy of both the channel and the banks of the island (��
�`�
and ��
�{) in immediate proximity to the bank soil level 
where a Mesolithic burial was also found (see below). 
As the level of the Marne rose at the beginning of the 
Holocene, the wetland bank progressively overtook 
the Tardiglacial silts leaving behind organic deposits 
(��
� `, no. 10) that were subsequently covered by cal-
careous sediments (no. 9) associated with deeper waters. 
The bank’s organic deposits also follow the water level 

Z�*7���[������@\
�����]���

#@���@>����7�=#���������0�����*����#����
������#�7�"���'���*�������0�����������������������������
resistivity (Lambert grid by hectometre). 1: cool colours correspond to resistant surfaces (gravels and sands forming the paleo-
��
����	�?���������
������������������������������Q��������
�#@�
�#��������*���@������
������������

��*�����������
��7�"���

�������0��������k����0�����������*���������x��'�������������'
����������������������0��������*����������������0����z��*���������
7W�
1999 and Le Jeune et al., 2005).
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}>�'�
�~����
#���
�����������'����

The connection between rising Holocene river levels 
and the preservation of Mesolithic material has already 
been documented for the Somme Valley (Ducrocq, 2001) 
and at the site of Warluis (Coutard et al., 2010). As the 
level of the Marne rose, a gently sloping bank emerged 
in time with the growing level of the river burying the 
older banks under peats and calcareous sediments (��
�|, 
A and B). Although artefacts have not yet been recovered 
from these levels, their preservation potential is undeni-
����
���������������'���	������
��	���
������<�
�������	�
detected in cores (��
�\, near T6-5) from a peat level at 
31.25 m LGF, more than two meters below the present 
��������������������
�����	�
�}���
����������������������	���
natural phenomenon, they must be the linked to Meso-
lithic activity dated to between 8699 and 8347 BC (9295 
± 45 BP, Lyon-3055).

The channel

These organic levels with high archaeological potential 
were at least partially eroded by the formation of a paleo-
channel near the banks of the paleo-island and probably 
��������� ����� �� ���	����	�� �
�	��� �	� �
�� 
"�����������
dynamic (ca. 8200 cal BP?, see above) and an increase 
in the level of the river (��
� |, C) entailing the partial 
erosion of the old banks. This channel seems to have per-
������� �	���� ��� ���� �	������ �"� ���"�"� ������ �������� �����
erosion associated with the development of agriculture 
in the Marne’s watershed (��
�|, D; Pastre et al., 1997; 
Le Jeune et al., 2005; Pastre et al., 2006). 

This channel containing Mesolithic material was rap-
idly investigated during the archaeological diagnostic 
(Lanchon et al., 2004). Although the sedimentary facies 
��������� �	� �
���������	��� �	���������
��
&�	���"�����-
sitional context, a mix of artefacts from the eroded bank 
and paleochannel cannot be ruled out and needs to be re-
examined taphonomically in the future.

}������
��������
�~����������'���

From the early Holocene to about the Iron Age, the resid-
ual glacial gravel dome forming the centre of Haute-Île 
(��
�!<�������������
��$����	������
�����	�
�����������
Mesolithic and Neolithic occupations were found near 
the straight bank adjacent to the paleochannel. The lack 
of a sedimentary component in the banks’ formation 
explains why Mesolithic and Neolithic material is found 
mixed within the same complex soil unit that accumu-
lated over several millennia of pedogenesis. Successive 
���������������������$���������
��$����	������
�����	��
are responsible for the preservation of this level (��
�|, D; 
Pastre et al., 1997; Le Jeune et al., 2005; Pastre et al., 
2006). Furthermore, pedogenesis, notably connected to 
biological activity, is itself responsible for the progres-
sive burial of the material (Thinon, 1994; Texier, 2000). 
This last phenomenon, as well as the local mobilisation 
of sediment by water action, sometimes allows ‘levels’ 

Z�*7� �� [� �����@\
�� ��� ]���

#@���@>����7� "������ ?�� �����
�*7� ��� "�� ?�� ���� 9�� ������ ��� �
7� ?%%��7���� }������
�����
soils’; B: channel; C: basal Holocene peaty clay (photo 
J. Confalonieri, CG 93).

��������	�� ��� ���	�� ������ �����	�� ���������� �����	����
of peats alternating with calcareous silt deposits. This 
depositional regime seems to end with the development 
of a highly erosive channel (��
�{) that locally remobi-
lised Tardiglacial sediments resulting in the formation of 
‘soft rollers’ (��
�{, no. 5). Although the formation of this 
channel has not yet been precisely dated, it could cor-
respond to a hydrological change produced by climatic 
deterioration at 8200 cal BP (Dansgaard et al., 1993; Orth 
et al., 2004<[��	������	��������$����	�����������"������	��
to an incision.

�	��� �
�� �
�		��� 
��� ������[� ��� ���� ����� �������-
�����"��	�������"������������������	������	���������	���
which were gradually overlain by clayey silts from the 
Subboreal onwards (Le Jeune et al., 2005).

THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF A GEOARCHAEOLOGICAL MODEL 

These results form the basis of a geoarchaeological 
model for evaluating the preservation potential of 

archaeological material at Haute-Île. Future research will 
undoubtedly strengthen this approach. Three favourable 
contexts for the preservation of Mesolithic remains have 
������"����	����	������'��
�|). 
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within these soil complexes to be distinguished. Further 
���	�	�� �
�� �����������	� ������"� ��� �
��� ���
�����������
signal is one of the future research objectives for the site 
of Haute-Île.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESULTS  
FROM THE DIAGNOSTIC (TRENCH 3)

The archaeological diagnostic at Haute-Île (��
� !) 
����������������������������������	��������	������

�	�����\
��
�������	�	���	�� ������	����� �
������ �
�	-
nels of the Marne had two objectives: encouraging the 
development of wetland biodiversity and minimising the 
impact of the construction on any preserved archaeologi-
cal material. In the end, very little archaeological mate-
������������	����������	���
������	�������	���	�"�����	����
area in and around trench 3 (��
��) to the west of the park 
produced structured levels dating to the Mesolithic, Neo-
���
����	��^��	K��_��


Between 2000 and 2004, 372 m2 were excavated in 
the sector of trench 3 under the direction of Yves Lanchon 
'}��_]<
�_����	����	�����	���"�������
�������������������� 
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2005). Colour gradations indicate a stronger organic material component. TS: top soil; 1: very homogeneous beige to light 
'������
�#�#���
�������������������
#�����
����������W����������������
�W���������0������W�'����������������
�������+��������
��������������
�������
��*�����������'���W���

���������Q�����������0��������
��������#�
���
�����x����Q���x��������'#���
�����
���������������������
�������

���}�������������
�����~�	�?��*��#����
�*���*��#�����#���
��W�����*��������������
#��������������
����'�����������
��*����
#�����
����������7�>�

�����������������������Q�����������
�������+��������������������������������
���
�
�����������
��*�
�����������������*������������
�������

�����������������������Q����������
	�K��*��#@'������
�#�#@��
�W��������W�
��������0��*�������0���*������������
����
����*���

�����������������������Q���0��*�������0�����W���������'����������������
��

�������

��	�
����������*��#@'�������*���@������
���
�W��������W����������������������*�������������0������������W����������
�0��������������Q���������������
W����#���*������������������0���

�������

������������0�����*�'���������������
������������W�
������*������������
������������
�������������
���
�����0�
�@
����������	��������������*���@������
���
�#��
�#�0�������0�*��#����
�*���
'
��W���

�����������������������Q���}��0����

���~��0������0����������������������0����$$�������*��#��
�#�#������+����������'�����
��*������������
����+��0��W�$%�����$$�	�������

#���0���������������������
����W������*��#�����������W�
���
���������������0����
-

�����������������������Q���*��#����'
����'����������������*������������
W�����������������������Q��������0��*�����W�����
�����
�0��������
����������������
�������

�W��������������0��������������Q����������
	��������#@�
�#�#�����W����������������������Q���
�����0��*�����W�����������0������������
��*�'�����0�������

#����

#������	����������������#��������������0��*�������0���*�����
�������
�W����������'
������������0�
�����������������������Q�������	�!��������������������
����������
�W����
#����������������W�
����������

�������

�W��������

���������Q����������
�0��*�����	�$%��'����@'
�������������������

���������Q�����*������������
W�
�������������Q���0��*�������0�����W����������'
������������0���

�����������������������Q���0��*�������0��������
W���������
��������������
���	�$$�����#�����*�������*��#�'
�����
�@����#��
�#W������*����
�	�$?��
���
�����������*������������
	�$K��
��@
�������
��������0�����>����	�$
��
������0��������*���������������#��
��0����7



�� J. CONFALONIERI & Y. LE JEUNE

Z�*7� �� �
�0��� [� �����@\
�� ��� ]���
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� �0� ���� �������� ��� �����'
�� >���
������ ����-
pations. A: early Holocene (Preboreal); B: early Holocene 
(Preboreal and Boreal), gradual rise in the level of Marne; 
C: middle Holocene, formation of the erosion channel fol-

�����'#�������������������������������k�����������������
(Boreal? and Atlantic); D: late Holocene, massive contri-
bution of silts due to soil erosion (Subboreal and Subat-

�����	� $�� �����'
�� ������ ����������	� ?�� �������� ������
����������	�K��>���
������'����
	�
����*������������������0�
����0����	���������� 
���
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��������������� �}������
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�~�	� ��� ���
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in organic material; 12: grey-blue silty-sandy clay (see 11 
�0��*7���	��$K������#�*����
�W������������������
�������=��
-
ian?). 
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the Mesolithic and Neolithic levels in the vicinity of trench 3 
���������������*������������
�*���
����*���������������
������
industry recovered from trench 3 in 2000 (after F. Bostyn, 
INRAP).

was recovered over a small area on the edge of the paleo-
channel and especially in the archaeological level of the 
bank.

The bank of the paleochannel yielded nearly 10 kg 
of lithic material, 21 kg of faunal remains and 1 kg of 
������"
�����������#�������	���	�����	��������	�����
��
��
�#�����������
����#������"�������������K�	������	������-
mit all the material to be recovered or to treat the organic 

material, however numerous and well-preserved (leaves, 
branches, twigs).

�
�� ��	�� K�	�� ������� "������� �����#������"� {`� ���
of lithic material, 46 kg of faunal remains and 31 kg of 
pottery. Mesolithic remains were most abundant in this 
K�	�� �	�� ����� ������� ���
�	� �� ���"� ����� �	�� 
�����"�
compacted level some thirty centimetres thick. Neolithic 
material, attributable to a recent phase of the Villeneuve-
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Saint-Germain culture, was found associated with the 
Mesolithic remains (��
�+�, feature 4; ��
�++ and ��
�+�). 
���������������������	���	����������������
�	� �
��� ������
overlying the heavily calcitic and indurated banks of the 
ancient terrace. Excavations were carried out by square 
metre and included three successive and totally subjec-
tive spits (spit 1: upper level; spit 2: intermediate level; 
spit 3: lower level) enabling the material to be recorded. 
Artefacts from certain square meters were systematically 
recorded in three dimensions; however the sediments 
from the archaeological levels were not sieved. 

Even though the archaeological levels seem to have 
been disturbed, this did not prevent the preservation of 
clearly discernible features, the most interesting of which 
are discussed below (��
�+�).

The burial

Cécile Buquet-Marcon (INRAP) was involved in the 
excavation and examination of this feature (Valentin 
et al., 2008<
��
��� �	
������	[� �
���� ���� ��� ��������� ���
discern, was dug into the archaeological level penetrat-
ing slightly into the top of the sandy-gravelly terrace. 
Although no artefacts were associated with the burial, a 
tooth was dated to 7735 ± 45 BP (6642 to 6477 cal BC, 
at 2 sigmas, Calib Rev5.0.2: Stuiver and Reimer, 1993). 
Bone preservation is average and, although the skeleton 
is incomplete, all of the anatomic regions are represented 
and appear to belong to a single individual. However, 
the poorly represented pelvis precluded the determina-
tion of sex. Pending a more detailed biological analysis, 
we can nonetheless note that the remains are that of an 

adult whose skull bears traits of pronounced robusticity. 
While the limbs seem dislocated, observations made dur-
ing excavations argue in favour of a primary deposit in a 
pit that has been heavily eroded. A taphonomic analysis 
suggests that the deceased was interred in a sitting posi-
tion. Furthermore, the reduction of the burial’s volume, 
particularly the collapse of the lower limbs, indicates 
decomposition to have occurred within an empty space.

A stone feature near the burial

An oval stone feature (1.30 m × 1 m) was uncovered 
in the square meters (G/H 37/38) adjacent to the burial 
and comprised a single 10 to 15 cm thick level contain-
ing mixed limestone (��
�+�, feature 5; ��
�+\), but no 
diagnostic material. Despite its shape resembling a com-
bustion feature, none of the stones seemed to have been 
heated. While its contemporaneity with the Mesolithic 
burial cannot be demonstrated, the proximity of the two 
features leaves open the possibility of a connection.

Other features

Seven, 10 to 15 cm diameter postholes in the form of a 
�����K������	���	�������������[���������������������������
(��
�+�, feature 3; ��
�+!). The long side (4 m) opened to 
the north in the direction of the burnt stone pavements, 
concentrations of charcoal and the Mesolithic industry 
���	������ ����	�� �#�������	�
� �
�� �����	�� ��� �� ���	��
‘levee’ oriented north/south (��
�+�, feature 2) were dis-
covered to the east just above the paleochannel which 
$�������	�� �
��������#��
�_	��
��� ���	����	��	������	�
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Fig. 12 – Haute-Île at Neuilly-sur-Marne. Trench 3: cache of four bracelets made from micaschist, pelite and primary limestone 
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anthropic organisation of stones on one of the small sides 
(photo J. Confalonieri, CG 93).  

Fig. 13 – Haute-Île at Neuilly-sur-Marne. Trench 3: The 
>���
������'����
��������'����Q���������*��+����������������� 
V. Brunet, INRAP).

Fig. 14 – Haute-Île at Neuilly-sur-Marne. Trench 3: oval 
stone feature found about one metre from the burial (photo 
Y. Lanchon, INRAP).

appeared immediately to the east of the postholes (��
�+�, 
feature 3) and is clearly the product of human activity 
as certain large stones were wedged in place by smaller 
ones.

The lithic industries

The study of the lithic material from trench 3 carried out 
by Françoise Bostyn (INRAP) and Joël Confalonieri did 
	����	�����������������������	���������
��
�������������
consists of material from several successive occupations 
spanning the Mesolithic to the end of the Neolithic. Sig-
	����	����������"���	����	������	�����������
������������-
als employed, as well as the presence of pieces, particu-
larly arrow-heads, from different chronological periods 
(��
�+` and ��
�+{). Bladelet production is easily distin-
����
������"��
�������	�����������[��	&������������������
(��
�+|) and tools made on blond or black Secondary and 
^����	��	�$�	�


The microliths consist of a large collection of trape-
K�����������"������������	�����������[��	��������	���������
examples attributable to a phase of the Middle Mesolithic. 
�
�������������"���K����������������	���������"��������
���������������	�����	����	������
����������	�����
	�����

similarities. Almost all of these microliths are lateralised 
����
�����
���	���	�"������������
����$����	������������
�
on their base. This component of the assemblage hints 
at an attribution to the Late Mesolithic based on com-
parisons with assemblages from the Paris Basin (Hinout, 
1990 ; Fagnart, 1991 ; Ducrocq, 2001).

Given limitations imposed by the small surface exca-
vated between 2000 and 2004, these preliminary observa-
tions concerning the chronology of the Mesolithic occu-
�����	�������
�������"�������	����"���������#�������	�����
the more substantial and less-disturbed levels.

Fauna

A preliminary study of the faunal material from both the 
bank and the paleochannel investigated in the eastern part 
of trench 3 was carried out in 2001 by Lamys Hachem 
(INRAP). The preservation of the material is excellent for 
the levels of the paleochannel, but less so for the levels of 
�
����	�
�����	��
�����	����	��	�����������	��[��	�"���
randomly selected sample of the material recovered from 
the two sectors was considered in the preliminary study. 
Approximately 1,300 pieces (13 kg), around a thousand 
from the paleochannel and half as much from the bank, 
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were considered in the analysis. In both cases, inten-
tional long bone breakage to recuperate the marrow can 
���	����
����"� ������	��� �������� �������� �	�� ���������
numerous in the bank sector (7 of 10). The species list 
demonstrates a very high percentage (96.3%) of wild ani-
mals dominated by red deer, followed by roe deer, wild 
boar and aurochs. Smaller wild fauna are present in very 
low percentages, principally beaver, with wild cat and 
pike represented by only a single specimen.

Besides these species, a still undated proximal human 
femur was found mixed with the fauna from the chan-
nel. A series of radiocarbon determinations have been 
planned in order to clarify the chronological attribution 
of the fauna.

CONCLUSION

The archaeological diagnostic carried out in a unique 
institutional context involving both the INRAP and 

the Centre Départemental d’Archéologie de Seine-Saint-
Denis on the site of Haute-Île at Neuilly-sur-Marne has 
����� ��� �	� �	�� ������ ���� ����� �����	�� ������	� +����

�	�� ���\
� �
�� ����������	� ��� �
�� ��	��������	� ��������
in accordance with the results of this study represents an 
aspect of the project that deserves to be stressed. It should 
also be recalled that if the archaeological potential of the 
site had not been emphasised from the very beginning of 
the project by the initial geological study, our concrete 
understanding of the archaeological occupations would 
never have been possible.

Regular visits to the site by Mesolithic hunter-gath-
erer groups produced an abundant lithic assemblage asso-
ciated with a burial and possibly stone features making 
‘Haute-Île’ an important site for the period. Preliminary 
typological studies of the lithic industries indicate a suc-
cession of Mesolithic occupations fostered by the coex-
istence of a ford and accessible riverbanks creating an 
ideal hunting ground.

The Seine-Saint-Denis department is committed to 
�����	�����	�"����
��
������	����������	��"����
��
���
the full potential of the site of Haute-Île can be exploited 
in the future. New artefact studies are already planned as 
part of the collective research project entitled “The Final 
Palaeolithic and Mesolithic in the Paris Basin...” Finally, 
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‘Mesolithic Palethnography…’: part of this volume’s title represents a sort of methodological 
and theoretical mission statement designed to convey the idea that research concerning the 
last hunter-collectors is today in desperate need of this type of insight. Since the beginning 
of the 1990s, a spectacular crop of occasionally vast open-air sites has emerged, one of the 
notable contributions of preventive archaeology. Several long-term excavations have also 
added to this exponentially increasing body of information that has now come to include 
a growing number of well-preserved sites that have allowed us to address palethnographic 
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Here we have focused on occupations from the 8th millennium cal BC, currently the best 
documented periods, and limited the scope to Northern France and certain neighbouring 
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studies as well as various patterns in the structuring of space and the location of camps. 
These, as well as other complementary discoveries, provide material for the second part of 
the volume dedicated to new data concerning the functional dynamics of Mesolithic camps.
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