
Call for Papers and Posters

Population movements in the Metal Ages (from the Chalcolithic to the Late Iron Age) have become a major topic in 
the last years. Whereas human mobility – especially of elites and women – has long been assumed by archaeologists, it 
was the dawn of new bioarchaeological approaches that forced us to rethink scales of human mobility, their correlation 
with gender and their societal impact in the last decade. Genetic analyses have provided ample data for the movement 
of a large and predominantly male group of individuals from the Eurasian steppes to the west, while strontium isotope 
analyses have unfolded an extent and complexity of female mobility that has exceeded our expectations by far.

It is now time to rethink human mobility in the Metal Ages by integrating all possible archaeological data, from 
traditional typological analysis to new a-DNA approaches. How did large-distance migrations and gender-based 
mobilities interact? How was travel organised? What routes did they follow? And by what means did they travel? How 
did patterns of mobility change during the Metal Ages? How much are our “migrations” just the outcome of long-
term institutionalised mobilities of individuals e.g. due to patrilocal residence rules? How can we link global and local 
perspectives on mobility?

We want to motivate researchers to present innovative ideas on the topic that go beyond identifying single individuals 
as non-local (on the basis of material culture or scientific analysis) and aim for a more comprehensive understanding 
by zooming in and out of the evidence and by integrating all possible kinds of sources. We also appreciate papers which 
focus on more theoretical aspects, and papers which try to integrate archaeologies of the senses or anthropological 
approaches to human mobility in the past. 

To submit a proposal for either a paper or poster, please send a c. 150-200 word abstract
by 31st January 2019 with your name and affiliation to: migrationmetalages@gmail.com

This conference is organised by Manuel Fernández-Götz (University of Edinburgh), with Philipp Stockhammer (Ludwig-
Maximilians-Universität München), Courtney Nimura (University of Oxford), and Rachel Cartwright (University of Minnesota). 

NB: conference papers will be published in a volume after the conference, with acceptance of the papers subject to peer-review.
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Where are you going? Reconsidering Migrations in the Metal Ages
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