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L A SO CIÉTÉ PRÉHISTORIQUE FR ANÇAISE

La Société préhistorique française, fondée en 1904, est une des plus anciennes sociétés d’archéologie.  
Reconnue d’utilité publique en 1910, elle a obtenu le grand prix de l’Archéologie en 1982. Elle compte 
actuellement plus de mille membres, et près de cinq cents bibliothèques, universités ou associations sont, 
en France et dans le monde, abonnées au Bulletin de la Société préhistorique française.

Tous les membres de la Société préhistorique française peuvent participer :
– aux séances scientifiques de la Société – Plusieurs séances ont lieu chaque année, en France ou dans les 
pays limitrophes. Le programme annuel est annoncé dans le premier Bulletin et rappelé régulièrement . 
Ces réunions portent sur des thèmes variés : bilans régionaux ou nationaux sur les découvertes et travaux 
récents ou synthèses sur une problématique en cours dans un secteur de recherche ou une période en 
particulier ;
– aux Congrès préhistoriques de France – Ils se déroulent régulièrement depuis la création de la Société, 
actuellement tous les quatre ans environ. Leurs actes sont publiés par la Société préhistorique française. 
Depuis 1984, les congrès se tiennent sur des thèmes particuliers ;
– à l’assemblée générale annuelle – L’assemblée générale se réunit en début d’année, en région parisienne, 
et s’accompagne toujours d’une réunion scientifique. Elle permet au conseil d’administration de rendre 
compte de la gestion de la Société devant ses membres et à ceux-ci de l’interpeller directement. Le renou-
vellement partiel du conseil se fait à cette occasion.

Les membres de la Société préhistorique française bénéficient :
– d’information et de documentation scientifiques – Le Bulletin de la Société préhistorique française com-
prend, en quatre livraisons de 200 pages chacune environ, des articles, des comptes rendus, une rubrique 
d’actualités scientifiques et une autre sur la vie de la Société. La diffusion du bulletin se fait par abonnement 
annuel. Les autres publications de la SPF – Mémoires, Travaux, Séances, fascicules des Typologies de la 
Commission du Bronze, Actes des Congrès, Tables et index bibliographiques ainsi que les anciens numé-
ros du Bulletin – sont disponibles au siège de la Société préhistorique française, sur son site web (avec une 
réduction de 20 % pour les membres de la SPF et téléchargement gratuit au format PDF lorsque l’ouvrage est 
épuisé) ou en librairie.
– de services – Les membres de la SPF ont accès à la riche bibliothèque de la Société, mise en dépôt à la 
bibliothèque du musée de l’Homme à Paris.

Régie par la loi de 1901, sans but lucratif, la Société préhistorique française vit des cotisations 
versées par ses adhérents. Contribuez à la vie de notre Société par vos cotisations, par des 
dons et en suscitant de nouvelles adhésions autour de vous. 

LES SÉANCES DE L A SO CIÉTÉ PRÉHISTORIQUE FR ANÇAISE

Les Séances de la Société préhistorique française sont organisées deux à trois fois par an. D’une durée 
d’une ou deux journées, elles portent sur des thèmes variés : bilans régionaux ou nationaux sur les décou-
vertes et travaux récents ou synthèses sur une problématique en cours dans un secteur de recherche ou une 
période en particulier.
La Société préhistorique française considère qu’il est de l’intérêt général de permettre un large accès aux 
articles et ouvrages scientifiques sans en compromettre la qualité ni la liberté académique. La SPF est une 
association à but non lucratif régie par la loi de 1901 et reconnue d’utilité publique, dont l’un des buts, défi-
nis dans ses statuts, est de faciliter la publication des travaux de ses membres. Elle ne cherche pas le profit 
par une activité commerciale mais doit recevoir une rémunération pour compenser ses coûts de gestion et 
les coûts de fabrication et de diffusion de ses publications. 
Conforméméent à ces principes, la Société préhistorique française a décidé de proposer les actes des 
Séances en téléchargement gratuit sous forme de fichiers au format PDF interactif. Bien qu’en libre accès, 
ces publications disposent d’un ISBN et font l’objet d’une évaluation scientifique au même titre que nos 
publication papier périodiques et non périodiques. Par ailleurs, même en ligne, ces publications ont un 
coût (secrétariat d’édition, mise en page, mise en ligne, gestion du site internet) : vous pouvez aider la SPF à 
poursuivre ces activités de diffusion scientifique en adhérent à l’association et en vous abonnant au Bulletin 
de la Société préhistorique française (voir au dos ou sur http://www.prehistoire.org/form/515/736/formu-
laire-adhesion-et-ou-abonnement-spf-2014.html).
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Tiny stones in the mud.
The Mesolithic sites of Siebenlinden (Rottenburg,  
Baden-Württemberg, South West Germany)

Claus Joachim Kind

Abstract: The Mesolithic sites of Siebenlinden were excavated between 1990 and 2004. Several areas were investigated which belong 
�����������������������	������
�����������������	��	��	���!���������	���������������"#$��%
������������������&������������	�����
�
The uppermost layer belongs to the Late Mesolithic while the two lower ones can be assigned to the Beuronian. The three different 
layers show different aspects. The uppermost layer II is the product of a residential camp which was occupied for a medium length of 
time of about one or two weeks. Layer III also clearly shows features of a residential camp site which seems to have been occupied for 
a longer period of several weeks. The internal organization of layer III differs remarkably from the organization of layer II. This may be 
�����������	����	����������������
�'�	���&+�������������	����	��	������	���	���&���;<����������������	����������������������������
occupied during the acquisition of resources such as game and hazelnuts. 

GENERAL CONTEXT

During the last two decades several excava-
tion campaigns were conducted on Mesolithic 
open-air sites at Siebenlinden on the outskirts 

of Rottenburg. The town of Rottenburg is situated on 
the banks of the Neckar River in the southwestern 
part of Germany in Baden-Württemberg, some 50 km 
from Stuttgart and about 10 km southwest of Tübingen 
(fig. 1). 

All activities at Siebenlinden have been rescue 
excavations which were organized and carried out by 
��� =����� ���� ��� >��������	� ��� ��	���	��� �	� ?���	�
KV���������
���� �������X� �������� �	� [\\$� ��� ��� �����
of Siebenlinden 1 (Hahn et al., 1993). It was continued in 
1991 at Siebenlinden 2 (Kieselbach et al., 2000) and from 
1993 to 1995 at Siebenlinden 3 (Kind, 2003 and 2006). 
Between 2001 and 2004, Siebenlinden 4 and 5 were dis-
covered and excavated (Kind, 2011). In total, an area of 
nearly 580 m² was investigated (��
�̂ ). The different sites 
at Siebenlinden can no longer be interpreted as isolated 
�	�������
���&�������	��������������������	��������	�
the banks of the Neckar River.

All the sites were situated on a small peninsula along 
���_��X���̀ ��������������	�����&�����	�������{���
�
This geographical situation on a peninsula is very similar 
to Mesolithic sites on the shores of small lakes in South-
west Germany (Jochim, 1998) and Switzerland (Nielsen, 
2009). 

STRATIGRAPHIC SETTING

The sites of Siebenlinden 3, 4 and 5 together cover 
�	� �������� ������"#$��%
�����	������������������

in loamy alluvial sediments and were relatively quickly 
covered in a low energy environment (��
��). These allu-
vial sediments overlay Lateglacial gravels, their sedimen-
�����	�������������	�����>����������	����	��	��������	��
the Boreal and Atlantic periods. Three Mesolithic lay-
ers could be distinguished. The uppermost layer II can 
be dated to the Late Mesolithic, while the deeper layers 
;;;��	��;<�������	���������	��������������������������
(Beuronian B and C; Taute, 1973-1974). This is con-
�������&�����&�����&�����������������}��
�"). Finally, 
layer I is a mixture of material from the Neolithic and the 
La Tène period.

Mesolithic Palethnography 
Research on open-air sites between Loire and Neckar

>�������	������������	���	����	������	�������������	�+�>����+�_��������^~���̂ �+�^$[$
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Fig. 1 – Siebenlinden. Geographical Position in Southwest 
Germany.

Fig. 3 – Siebenlinden. Stratigraphy.

Fig. 2 – Siebenlinden. Excavated areas.

SIEBENLINDEN 3-5, LAYER II

The uppermost Layer II belongs to the Late Mesolithic. 
Several radiocarbon dates put the occupation to a 

period between 6100 and 6500 cal. BC during the Atlan-
tic period. Typologically, the lithic artefacts are character-
ized by very regular bladelets and rectangular microliths 
like trapezes. This is diagnostic for the southwest German 
Late Mesolithic. The faunal material is dominated by roe 
deer, followed by red deer and wild boar. One antler axe 
is also present (��
�!).

Layer II yielded several hundred chipped lithic arte-
facts. The principal chaîne opératoire is complete with 
���������� ����� ��� ������&� �������������	� �	�� �������-
tion well represented. The raw material was imported as 
whole nodules. Some of the lithics were retouched into 
endscrapers and truncations; microliths are also common. 
The faunal elements are numerous with bones represent-
ing complete carcasses of roe deer, red deer and wild 
boar. Some of the bones are pieces of debitage connected 
to the production of bone artefacts while the end products 
(chisels and points) are missing. The assemblage shows 
several different activities and domestic ones are very 
common. Layer II seems to be the product of a more or 
less intense occupation which in any case lasted longer 
than a few days, possibly for one or two weeks (table 1).

Horizontal artefact distribution is sometimes more 
or less random, but occasionally objects were found in 
clearly limited accumulations (��
�~). Five could be iden-
�����
�

For example, Locus II/1 shows a concentration of 
lithic artefacts in the vicinity of three hearths. At the 
periphery of this concentration, bone fragments and burnt 
stones were found. 

The unit is quite large and covers an area of about 
150 m². It seems to be an area where different activities 
such as the production of lithic artefacts, hafting and 
retooling microliths (Keeley, 1982), the use of scrapers 
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Fig. 4 – Siebenlinden. Lithic artefacts. 1-5: layer II, Late Mesolithic; 6-13: layer III, Beuronien C; 14-19: layer IV, Beuronien B.

Fig. 5 – Siebenlinden. Layer II, Late Mesolithic: antler axe.
Table 1 – Siebenlinden. Layer II, Late Mesolithic: general 
characterization.

�� _�����������������������
� �� ���������chaîne opératoire 
� �� �������������������	������
� �� ��������������	��������	�
� �� ���������

�� _����������	��������	��
� �� �������������������}sus, capreolus and cervus)
� �� ��	���	������������	��������������������	

�� ���������������	������������
�� ��������������	�������������	
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Fig. 8 – Siebenlinden. Layer II, Late Mesolithic: horizontal distribution of lithic artefacts, nodule KN 1.

Fig. 9 – Siebenlinden. Layer II, Late Mesolithic: general transport of lithic artefacts.
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and knives and the production of bone tools all took 
place. As another example, Locus II/4 is characterized 
�&��� ���	����	�����	���&������	�� ������	��
���&������
again found in the vicinity of three small hearths. Lithic 
artefacts are very rare. The unit again covers a large area 
of 90 m² and seems to be the product of butchering game. 

��� �����������	� ��� �������� ������ ���������� ������&�
shows that all of the three hearths in locus II/1 were 
used contemporaneously (��
��). However, there are also 
connections between the units II/1 and II/2, as well as 
between II/1 and the periphery of II/3.

A special kind of analysis is the attempt to assign 
artefacts to individual nodules on the basis of raw mate-
����� ������������
����������� ������	��	������ ���� ���	� ���
belonging to one worked piece. Twelve nodules belong-
�	�� ��� ��&��� ;;������ ���	�����
���������������	���� ����-
facts coming from these nodules gives further informa-
tion about the use of space. Some examples show that 
artefacts which were produced in locus II/1 were after-
wards transported to units II/2, II/3 and II/4 (��
�#). 

;��������		�����	���	�������������������and raw mate-
��������������������������	��	��	�����������������������
that the whole site is covered by a network of transport 
activities (��
�\). This demonstrates a dynamic system of 
occupation and proves that all units belong to one large 
settlement.

It is possible to characterize the different units of 
this settlement (��
� [$). Loci II/1, II/3 and II/5 belong 
to one large area with different activities. These include 

the production of lithic artefacts, use of tools, hafting and 
retooling of arrowheads as well as the dismembering of 
carcasses and the production of bone artefacts. In con-
trast, locus II/4 can be seen as a large area where animals 
were butchered. Finally, unit II/2 possibly belongs to a 
habitation area. If the assumption is right that large areas 
of activity are used by a large number of individuals it 
becomes clear that all the members of the group were 
doing the same things, but at the same places.

SIEBENLINDEN 3-5, LAYER III

In Layer III several thousand chipped lithic artefacts 
were found. Among the microliths there are extremely 

scalene triangular pieces. These are typical of the late 
Middle Mesolithic which is called Beuronian C. More 
than 30 radiocarbon dates put the occupation of layer III 
in the late Boreal period between 7100 and 7400 cal. BC. 
Additionally, artefacts made on pebbles (hammer and 
grinding stones, ��
� [[) and bone artefacts (points and 
chisels, ��
�[^) were found as well as waste from the pro-
duction of these bone artefacts (��
�[�). The fauna again 
is dominated by roe deer, red deer and wild boar. 

The principal chaîne opératoire of the production of 
lithic artefacts is once again complete. Artefacts from 
�������������	� �	�� ������&� ����������	� ���� ����� �����-
sented. Raw material was imported mainly as complete 

Fig. 10 – Siebenlinden. Layer II, Late Mesolithic: localisation of activities.
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Fig. 11 – Siebenlinden. Layer III, Beuronien C: hammer 
stone.

Fig. 12 – Siebenlinden. Layer III, Beuronien C. Left: bone 
point. Right: bone chisel.

Fig. 13 – Siebenlinden. Layer III, Beuronien C: waste of production of bone tools (design E. David).

nodules. Among the lithic artefacts there are several end-
scrapers, truncations and burins; microliths and microbu-
rins are also represented. Complete carcasses of roe deer 
and wild boar were imported, while the bones of red deer 
���	�&� �������	�� ��������� ������ ��� ��� ������
� ���	��-
cant numbers of bone fragments — mainly from metapo-
diums — show traces of the production of bone artefacts. 
Several bone points and bone chisels were also found. 
In sum the assemblage again demonstrates several differ-

ent activities and again domestic activities are very com-
mon. Layer III also clearly seems to be the product of 
an intense occupation which possibly lasted for several 
weeks (table 2).

������	���� ��������� �����������	� �	� ��&��� ;;;� ���	��
[#� �	�� �	���� ���� ����	� ���� �������	���� �&� ������
(��
� ["). In several aspects this distribution resembles 
the situation in Mesolithic settlements like Choisey and 
Ruffey-sur-Seille (Séara et al., 2002). 
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There seem to be different types of concentrations. 
Units III/1, III/3, III/6, III/13 and III/14 are areas where 
numerous burnt pebbles and stones were found. With the 
exception of unit III/3, lithic artefacts and bone fragments 
��������
�>������������������&������	��	������������	-
centrations. Most of these units show a clear border effect 
(Stapert, 1989) and it seems possible that they represent 
sheltered structures like habitations. The paved hearths 

are mostly associated with shallow pits (��
�[!). They are 
similar to features in several other Mesolithic sites (Gob 
and Jaques, 1985, p. 169; Rozoy, 1978, p. 1096; >������
Locard, 1989; Rozoy and Slachmuylder, 1990; Spier, 
1994, p. 89; Foucher et al., 2000; Svoboda et al., 2000, 
p. 293; Svoboda, 2003, p.169, 209, 245; Séara et al., 
2002; Ghesquière and Marchand, 2010+��
�[$�+�[[!�
�>��-
sibly they were used as cooking pits (Fretheim, 2009) or 
as constructions for roasting meat.

Loci III/4, III/7 and III/10 belong to another type of 
concentration. They are dominated by lithic artefacts and 
bone fragments; waste from producing bone artefacts is 
also sometimes present. Only simple hearths were found 
inside these units.

Finally loci III/2, III/8, III/12, III/16, III/17 and III/18 
are small concentrations with variable content. Some-
times there are some lithic artefacts inside, sometimes 
some bone fragments. The hearths in these units are only 
simple ones.

���������������������	�����	����������������}��
�[~). 
�����������������	��������������&����	����������������
but sometimes they show connections between different 
units.

�����������	�����������	���	��������	��&����������	��
of lithic artefacts (��
� [�). Usually the pieces involved 
��������	������������������������	����������������������
were found further away in different units. 

�� _�����������������������
� �� ���������chaîne opératoire 
� �� �������������������	������
� �� ��������������	��������	
� �� �����������	�����������	�

�� _����������	��������	��
� �� �������������������(sus and capreolus)
� �� ������������������(cervus)
� �� ��	���	������������	��������������������	

�� ���������������������������	�����	�������

�� _���������������	������������
�� ��	���������	�������������	

Table 2 – Siebenlinden. Layer III, Beuronien C: general cha-
racterization. 

�����"#���	�
�
����
������
�������$
�����
��%����������������������������������



The Mesolithic sites of Siebenlinden (Rottenburg, Baden-Württemberg, South West Germany) 259

Most of the artefacts can be assigned to worked nod-
����� �	� ��� ������ ��� ���� ��������� ������������
� ������
#$�	�����������	��	�������&���;;;���������	�����
������
of them demonstrate that artefacts were transported from 
one unit to another (��
�[#). 

If all the indications for transports of lithic artefacts 
are combined — in this case the transport of cores — a 
complex network of movements becomes visible (��
�[\). 
This again demonstrates a dynamic system of occupation 
and proves that most of the units in layer III may belong 
to one large settlement.

Usually units with different activities are linked 
together (��
� ^$). In three cases transports originate in 
units which are dominated by lithic artefacts and bone 
fragments. Those units can be seen as areas where a num-
ber of different activities took place. From these primary 
activity units, artefacts were brought to areas which were 
dominated by burnt pebbles and stones and because of 
the border effect possibly represent dwelling areas. From 
the primary activity areas artefacts also were transported 
to the small units with variable content. These can be 
seen as areas for diverse activities which were sometimes 
accompanied by satellite hearths. Sometimes lithics were 
exchanged between different primary activity units.

This interpretation demonstrates that a primary activ-
��&��	��+���������	���	����	���������������������	�������	����
housing area. It gives us an initial idea how such a Meso-
lithic domestic area was organized (��
�^[). It seems to 
be divided into places of working, of habitation and of 
special activities. The single units are smaller than the 
large units in layer II. Therefore a smaller group of inhab-

Fig. 15 – Siebenlinden. Layer III, Beuronien C: paved 
hearth.

�����"����	�
�
����
������
�������$
�����
��%�����������������������������
���
������
������&
��
��
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�����"!���	�
�
����
������
������$
�����
��%�����������������������������
���
�����������
������

Fig. 18 – Siebenlinden. Layer III, Beuronien C: horizontal distribution of lithic artefacts, nodule J 7.
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Fig. 19 – Siebenlinden. Layer III, Beuronien C: general transport of lithic artefacts.

Fig. 20 – Siebenlinden. Layer III, Beuronien C: localisation of activities and domestic units.
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itants — possibly a family — lived inside these domes-
tic areas. It was assumed that in layer II all inhabitants 
did the same things in the same places. In layer III, each 
��� ����� �������� �����&� ������� ���� ������������	�� �	�� 
carried out their activities in their own housing area. 
However, the different housing areas of the different fam-
ilies were connected by transported items. 

SIEBENLINDEN 3-5, LAYER IV

L�&���;<�������������������	���$$��	��#[$$����
�?��
in the early Boreal period. Among the microliths 

there are larger isosceles triangles and triangular points 
with bifacially retouched bases. These are diagnostic of 
the Middle Mesolithic which is called Beuronian B. The 
faunal remains are dominated by bones from aurochs 
and beaver. Also hundreds of burnt hazelnut shells were 
found. 

The number of lithic artefacts is limited. The chaîne 
opératoire of the lithics is incomplete and artefacts 

����� ������&� ����������	� �	�� �������������	� ���� ���&�
rare. Raw material seems to be imported as active cores 
from which the artefacts found on the site were knapped. 
Endscrapers are missing. Microliths and microburins 
are present, but not very numerous. The bone fragments 
are sometimes very small and do not represent complete 
carcasses. Bones from meat-rich parts are often missing. 
Hundreds of burnt shells around a burning pit indicate the 
roasting of hazelnuts. Hazelnuts were an important part 
of the diet during Mesolithic times (Holst, 2010).

The layer seems to be the product of quite short 
occupations mainly connected to the acquisition of food 
resources (table 3).

��� �����	���� �����������	� ��� ���������� �	� ��&��� ;<�
shows six distinct small concentrations (��
�^^). Three of 
����}�	����;<�[+�;<����	��;<�"��&����������������������-
facts and some bone fragments in the vicinity of a simple 
hearth. A pit for roasting hazelnuts was also discovered in 
�	���;<��
�����������	����};<�^��	��;<�~����������	�����

by bone fragments while lithic artefacts are very rare or 
even missing.

�����������+����������������	��&�������������X���	��-
���������	������������	����;<����	��;<�"+�������������	����
;<�[��	��;<�^+�������	X�����������}��
�^�). Stratigraphic 
observations, as well as available radiocarbon dates seem 
����	��������������	�����	����������	���	�;<�[��	��;<�^�
are possibly slightly younger than the southern occupa-
���	���	�;<����	��;<�"
����������������&���;<���������-
impsest, the product of different occupations.

The network of connections demonstrates the trans-
port of lithics between the contemporaneous units 
(��
�^"). It also becomes clear that a wider space outside 
the primary units was used during the occupations and 
�����������������������������������������&�������	�����


;	����+������	��������	������������������	��	��������
�	���&���;<��	�&�����������������������	�������������������
(��
�^!). Sometimes two units are contemporaneous. The 
��	������ ����������� ��� ����� ������&� �������
�������������
the interpretation of these units as being products of short 
occupations in several quite small camp sites.

Table 3 – Siebenlinden. Layer IV, Beuronien B: general cha-
racterization.

�� �����������������������
� �� �	���������chaîne opératoire 
� �� ����������������������
� �� 	����������������	��������	�
� �� ���������������	�����������	�

�� ����������	��������	��
� �� �	�������������������
� �� 	����	���	�����������
� �� ����������������������	

�� _�����������	������	��������

�� '����������	������������
�� ����������	�������������������
�� ������������	�������������	

Fig. 21 – Siebenlinden. Layer III, Beuronien C: model of a Mesolithic domestic unit.
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�����''���	�
�
����
������
���*��$
�����
��$���������������������������������

Fig. 23 – Siebenlinden. Layer IV, Beuronien B: horizontal distribution of lithic artefacts, nodule GH 1.
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Fig. 24 – Siebenlinden. Layer IV, Beuronien B: general transport of lithic artefacts.

Fig. 25 – Siebenlinden. Layer IV, Beuronien B: localisation of activities.
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FINAL INTERPRETATION

In all three layers at Siebenlinden there are several indi-
cations of the season of occupation. All layers are the 

product of warm season occupations. Layer II and layer 
;<���&����������������������	�����������	�����	�������	�
summer and autumn while layer III is the product of a 
summer camp.

Finally, there are three different organizations of 
camp sites in three different layers (��
� ^~). Layer II 
����� �� �������� 	������ ��� ������ ������ �	�� ��	��	���-
tions with a quite large number of objects. One shows 
evidence of a range of different activities, while another 
one is mainly characterized by butchery activities and 
the dismembering of carcasses. Both concentrations are 
linked by the transport of lithic artefacts. Members of a 
larger group were obviously living together in a large 
camp site. All individuals of the group worked together 
at the same areas, thus these areas functioned as public 
places. The duration of the stay seems to be of a medium 
length.

Layer III shows a different organization. It is charac-
terized by smaller concentrations, again with a large num-
ber of objects. Units having evidence for the production of 
lithic artefacts and dismembering carcasses are linked to 
possible dwelling units, as well as to satellite units. These 
������&��������	�������	������������������������������
connected to each other by transport activities. It seems 
that once again the members of a larger group were living 
together in a large camp site. However, the different fami-

���������������&�������������	�������&���������������	��
were living and working in separate domestic structures. 
The duration of the stay seems to be long.

'�	���&+���&���;<������������������&�����������	��	-
trations with a small number of objects. Units are some-
times connected by the transport of items. It seems that 
members of small groups of people were living in the dif-
ferent areas at different times. They carried out limited 
�	����������������������������	�������	��������������	-
ing with food. The duration of these stays seems to be 
quite short.

��� �������	���� ������	� ��&��� ;<� �	� �	�� �	�� �	��
layers II and III on the other seem to relate to differ-
ent statuses within the subsistence-settlement-system. 
����������	������� ��&��� ;<���&������&� �������	������
������	����������������������}Binford 1980) — a small 
task camp in a logistical system for the acquisition of 
resources.

On the other hand, layer II and III both represent 
larger camp sites which can be interpreted as base or resi-
dential camps (Binford, 1980; Newell, 2009, p. 59). They 
clearly show different organizations. Both camps were 
occupied in a similar season and in a similar environment 
with differences not connected to a different status in the 
subsistence-settlement-system. They therefore must be 
the product of a change in social behaviour between the 
Middle and Late Mesolithic.

Thus, a detailed analysis of archaeological layers 
allows us to not only answer typological or technological 
questions, but also helps us to identify different kinds of 
camp sites and even social systems.

Fig. 26 – Siebenlinden. Organization of camp sites.
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‘Mesolithic Palethnography…’: part of this volume’s title represents a sort of methodological 
and theoretical mission statement designed to convey the idea that research concerning the 
last hunter-collectors is today in desperate need of this type of insight. Since the beginning 
of the 1990s, a spectacular crop of occasionally vast open-air sites has emerged, one of the 
notable contributions of preventive archaeology. Several long-term excavations have also 
added to this exponentially increasing body of information that has now come to include 
a growing number of well-preserved sites that have allowed us to address palethnographic 
�������	�
� ���� ������� �������	��� �� ����� ����� �������� ����������	�� ���������� �������
�
Here we have focused on occupations from the 8th millennium cal BC, currently the best 
documented periods, and limited the scope to Northern France and certain neighbouring 
�����	�
����������������	���	������������������������	��������������	������	������������
studies as well as various patterns in the structuring of space and the location of camps. 
These, as well as other complementary discoveries, provide material for the second part of 
the volume dedicated to new data concerning the functional dynamics of Mesolithic camps.
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